
 

 

 

 

CITY of LA GRANDE 

 

City Council Regular Session 

 

July 15, 2015 

 

6:00 p.m. 
  

Council Chambers 

La Grande City Hall 

1000 Adams Avenue 

 

MINUTES 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:   COUNCILORS ABSENT EXCUSED: 

Stephen E. Clements, Mayor         

Gary Lillard, Mayor Pro Tem 

John Bozarth, Councilor 

Wayne Brown, Councilor  

John Lackey, Councilor 

Troy Pointer, Councilor  

Justin Rock, Councilor 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Robert Strope, City Manager    

Angelika Brooks, City Recorder   

Kayla Nichols, Assistant to the City Manager   

Kim Hulse, Finance Director       

Michael Boquist, City Planner    

Norm Paullus, Director of Public Works    

Stu Spence, Parks & Recreation Director    

Brian Harvey, Police Chief 

Bruce Weimer, Fire Chief 

Brian Don, Building Official 

 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ 

ROLL CALL/AGENDA APPROVAL Mayor CLEMENTS called to order this Regular Session of 

the Council at 6:00 p.m. Roll Call was taken and a quorum 

was determined to be present.   

 

City Recorder BROOKS listed the material on the dais this 

evening:  a revised agenda with the addition of agenda item 

7.i. and a date correction to agenda item 7.g.  

   

CONSENT AGENDA   
a.   Consider:  Approval of Regular Session Minutes;  
 June 3, 2015 
b. Consider:  Awarding Bid; Sewer Rehabilitation 
 Project 2015  

 
The following Motion was introduced by BOZARTH; ROCK 
providing the Second:  

  

 MOTION: I move that we accept the Consent Agenda as 

presented.  MSC. (unanimous)  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 Robert STROPE introduced the City’s new Economic 

Development Director, Christine Jarski.  

 

 Ron OSTERLOH extended his appreciation to the City of La 

Grande’s Police Department and Public Works for their 

involvement in the Crazy Daze Derby Dash that was 

scheduled for Saturday, July 18, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

OSTERLOH also invited the Mayor to ride in one of the 

Derby cars, to which the Mayor graciously accepted. 

OSTERLOCH invited the Council and the public to attend 

and stated that security volunteers were still needed for the 

event.   

           

PUBLIC HEARINGS     None    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS None 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
  

a. Consider: Abatement of Property; 1601 Seventh 

Street  

 

STAFF REPORT         Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

Mike BOQUIST, City Planner  

 

 BOQUIST stated that on April 7, 2015, the dwelling at 1601 

Seventh Street caught fire and sustained a substantial 

amount of damage rendering it completely uninhabitable.  

The Building Official has deemed the building unsafe and in 

violation of the “Housing Code of the City of La Grande” 

(Ordinance 3022, Series 2004).  This Code required that all 

buildings be maintained in a manner that was structurally 

sound and have adequate heating, electrical, and sanitation 

services.  The damage to this building was so severe that it 

was out of compliance with all of these elements. 

 

 BOQUIST noted that immediately following the fire, the 

Building Official arranged for the building to be secured 

(boarded up) and a notice was posted on the building 

advising the property owner and passing citizens that the 

building is unsafe and all entry or trespass into the building 

was prohibited. 

 

 BOQUIST stated that aside from the dangerous building 

conditions discussed above, the property itself was a blight 

and in violation of the Public Nuisance Ordinance 3002, 

Series 2002.  The property had significant amount of 

outdoor storage, an inoperable vehicle(s), tall grass and 

weeds.  The Fire Chief had expressed concerns about the 

safety of this property and supports the proposed 

abatement to include cleaning up the entire site. 
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 Notification Process – Abatement: 

 On April 16, 2015, in accordance with the Housing Code 

Ordinance 3022, Series 2004, the Building Official and City 

Planner prepared a letter and required notices advising the 

property owner that the building was an Unsafe Building 

and in conflict with this Ordinance.  The owner was advised 

this Ordinance required that within 60 days the required 

permits must be obtained to either (1) repair/restore the 

building; or, (2) demolish and remove the building.  (The 

required Notice was sent to the property owner via Certified 

mail and was signed/received by the property owner on April 

20, 2015.  In addition, a copy was sent via first class mail 

and another copy hand delivered to the property owner by 

the Building Official.) 

 

  BOQUIST stated that on June 4th, 2015, as a courtesy, the 

Planning Division sent a follow up letter reminding the 

property owner that the 60 day deadline was scheduled to 

expire on June 19, 2015.  The property owner was also 

advised of the July 15, 2015, City Council meeting and that 

the Council would be asked to order the Building Official to 

proceed with the building demolition, removal and property 

clean up.  (The courtesy follow up letter was also sent to the 

property owner via Certified mail, with a copy sent via first 

class mail and another copy hand delivered by the Building 

Official.) 

 

 Proposed Action – Abatement: 

 The Building Official and City Planner are requesting the 

Council’s direction on moving forward with the abatement 

process, which includes building demolition and cleaning 

up of the entire site (removal of debris, outdoor storage, 

inoperable vehicle(s), and cutting tall grass and weeds).  

  

 The abatement process will require two (2) Council actions:  

First, a motion to order the Building Official to proceed with 

demolition pursuant to Housing Code Ordinance 3022, 

Series 2014, and Public Nuisance Ordinance 3002, Series 

2002.  This action is being requested of the Council in this 

Council Action Form. 

 

 Second, the City Council would be asked to accept a 

contractor quote for performing the required work.  This 

action would be requested of the Council during either a 

Special Session of the Council later in July, or during the 

Regular Session of August 5, 2015. 

 

 In accordance with the City’s procurement process, Staff is 

in the process of obtaining three (3) or more quotes.  A copy 

of the quote packet was included in the staff report; a copy 

of which is now a permanent document in the master file for 
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this Regular Session and by this reference incorporated 

herewith as if fully set forth. The procurement process 

specifically grants authority to the City Council to issue a 

decision on accepting or rejecting quotes of this amount.   

 

 The cost for this abatement is not budgeted and will likely 

require the City to use contingency funds to pay for the 

abatement. The property is currently in foreclosure by Union 

County for unpaid taxes and other fees amounting to almost 

$12,000.  The foreclosure date is scheduled for September 

2016. 

 

 In response to BOZARTH’s question, STROPE stated that 

the abatement cost would not be charged to the Building 

Department, but instead would come out of the General 

Fund. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Tausha BALLARD stated that she lived next door to the 

property and expressed concerns regarding the current 

state of the property and she believed that it was important 

to proceed with the demolition of the property.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION   

 In response to BOZARTH’s question, BOQUIST stated that 

the property owner would be in charge of maintenance once 

the demolition was completed, however, in the past the 

property owner had not maintained his property and the Fire 

Department had on numerous occasions dealt with the 

weeds on the property. He also noted that the property was 

currently going through foreclosure with the County, which 

was expected to be concluded in September, 2016.   At that 

time, the County would be the owner of the property. County 

officials had expressed the desire to sell the vacant lot. 

BOQUIST stated that the City would put a lien on the 

property.  

 

 The following Motion was introduced by LILLARD; BROWN 

providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move that the Building Official be ordered to 

proceed with the demolition and removal of the fire 

damaged structure and the full abatement and clean-up of 

property located at 1601 Seventh Street, pursuant to 

Ordinance 3022, Series 2004, and Ordinance 3002, Series 

2002. 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 

  

VOTE MSC: Unanimous. 

 

b. Consider: Firefighter Incentive Pay; EMT  
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Advanced Certificate Pay 

 

STAFF REPORT         Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report.   

 

 Robert STROPE, City Manager  

 

 STROPE stated that the State of Oregon adopted the 

National Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT) 

level in 2011. AEMT’s are qualified to provide a higher level 

of care to patients than an EMT Basic, but below that of EMT 

Intermediate. Until the La Grande Fire Department’s latest 

hiring, none of our firefighters held this level of certificate 

and therefore it was not addressed during past contract 

negotiations. Currently there was one firefighter with this 

certification and the Union approached the City Manager 

requesting to add this level of certification to the incentives. 

After reviewing the various levels of care provided by those 

with certification which receive incentive pay, the City 

Manager believes it was appropriate to consider incentive 

pay. However, the City Manager’s recommendation was to 

make this a temporary situation which could be more fully 

addressed when negotiating the next collective bargaining 

agreement. The Union supports this compromise and the 

proposed temporary incentive pay of 2%. Note that the 

effective date in the MOU reflects the start of the first pay 

period after the Union initially brought up the issue, which, if 

approved, would result in retro pay for the affected 

employee. As this was an item that was subject to 

mandatory bargaining to change, it would require the City 

Council’s approval as well as that of the Union, with an MOU 

to reflect that change in the Collective Bargaining 

Agreement. This action would not require any changes to 

the Adopted Budget.  

   

COUNCIL DISCUSSION A brief Council discussion was held regarding budget, 

current certification titles of current EMT’s, and the desire to 

have incentive for EMT’s to achieve higher certifications.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS None 

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by LACKEY; LILLARD 

providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move the proposed Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City and the La Grande 

Firefighters’ Union be approved and authorize the City 

Manager to sign the MOU. 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION LACKEY expressed his belief of the importance of the City 

staff advancing themselves to provide a higher level of 

service.  
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VOTE MSC: (Unanimous) 

 

c. Consider: First Reading; Ordinance Authorizing 

Building Official to Abate Dangerous Buildings 

 

STAFF REPORT         Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report.   

 

 Brian DON, Building Official 

 

 DON stated that the City adopted Ordinance 2917, which in 

part provided authority to the Building Official to abate 

dangerous buildings using the International Conference of 

Building Official Uniform Code for Abatement of Dangerous 

Buildings. The Building Official believes that the proposed 

Dangerous Building Code presented to the Council this 

evening provides a better resource to address the ongoing 

problems in several areas of the City where dangerous 

buildings have been identified. The proposed ordinance 

provides for an abatement process to mitigate dangerous 

and uninhabitable buildings in the City of La Grande. The 

City Council was also asked under a separate action to 

adopt an Ordinance that would replace Ordinance 2917 this 

evening, and acting on this Ordinance would prevent a lapse 

in coverage.  

  

COUNCIL DISCUSSION  

 LACKEY expressed concerns with numerous items in 

regards to the proposed Ordinance, to which STROPE 

recommended that LACKEY provide him a list of his issues 

and questions, and he would prepare answers to those 

issues and present them at the next Regular scheduled 

Council Meeting on August 5, 2015.  

 

 STROPE clarified that in the proposed Ordinance the 

reference to the building being sold in Section 18. C. it is 

referring to the building itself being sold as part of the 

demolition process, it is not a sale of the building and the 

land.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Dale MAMMEN, expressed his frustration with not being able 

to swiftly handle dangerous properties. He stated that he 

believed that previous Ordinances needed to be integrated 

into the proposed Ordinance. He noted that aside from 

fixing the due process section of the proposed Ordinance, 

he encourage the approval of the proposed Ordinance.  

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by BOZARTH; 

LILLARD providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move that the City of La Grande Dangerous 

Building Code be Read for the First Time by Title Only, and 

scheduled for a Second Reading during the August 5, 2015, 
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Regular Session of the City Council to be considered for 

Adoption.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 

 

VOTE MSC. (Unanimous)  

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Ordinance by Title Only as follows:  

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 

GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, ESTABLISHING 

PROCEDURE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS 

BUILDINGS AND DECLARING AND EFFECTIVE DATE   

 

d. Consider: First Reading; Ordinance Adopting  

State Codes  

 

STAFF REPORT         Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report.   

 

 Brian DON, Building Official  

 

 DON stated that the City of La Grande adopted Ordinance 

Number 2917, Series 1997, to adopt the 1997 State of Oregon 

Specialty Codes, which were now outdated. Since then, the 

State of Oregon had adopted the ten (10) individual codes 

referenced in the proposed Ordinance presented to the 

Council this evening. These codes, which govern new 

construction in the State, are modified independently on a 

frequent basis. In order to stay abreast of the most current 

codes, the proposed Ordinance would adopt all current 

codes of the State of Oregon, and any subsequent updates 

to those codes. The proposed Dangerous Building 

Ordinance, which the Council had reviewed and acted upon 

earlier this evening, referenced the codes which would be 

adopted by the proposed Ordinance. Adopting this 

proposed Ordinance in conjunction with the proposed 

Dangerous Building Ordinance would prevent a lapse in 

coverage.  

 

 STROPE clarified that the proposed Ordinance directly ties 

into the previous Ordinance that was discussed in Agenda 

Item 7.c. and as such, should be approved at the same time 

as the proposed Dangerous Building Ordinance.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by LILLARD; ROCK 

providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move that the proposed Ordinance adopting the 

City of La Grande Code be Read for the First time by Title 
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Only and scheduled for a Second Reading during the 

August 5, 2015, Regular Session of the City Council and 

considered for adoption.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 

 

VOTE MSC. (unanimous). 

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Ordinance by Title Only as follows:  

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 

GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, ADOPTING THE 

CURRENT AND EACH SUCCESSIVE STRUCTURAL; 

MECHANICAL; PLUMBING; ELECTRICAL; MANUFACTURED 

DWELLING INSTALLATION; ENERGY EFFICIENCY; 

OREGON REACH; OREGON SOLAR; AND FIRE CODE AS 

ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF OREGON; AND REPEALING 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2917, SERIES 1997; REPEALING ALL 

OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 

CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE   

    

e. Consider: Resolution; Water Base Rate Increase 

 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

       Lee MANNOR, Superintendent of Water/Motor Pool 

 

 MANNOR stated that the Water Master Plan was developed 

and presented to Council at a work session in the spring of 

2014. The plan addresses needed maintenance to enhance 

our current system, future improvements to meet increasing 

demands, and reviews current funding levels along with 

future financial requirements. Water expenses have been 

exceeding annual revenue, resulting in a declining cash 

carryover. The Water Master Plan reflects the water system’s 

declining cash reserves and, at the current rate, the water 

system would need to borrow money or use tax dollars 

within a year to meet the financial needs. To bring the 

funding levels up to a standard that would meet these 

needs, staff recommended a rate increase in water fees 

effective August 1, 2015, as recommended by the 

consultant. This increase would generate an additional 

$120,000, to be used for operations, maintenance and future 

water system improvements. It would also reflect meeting 

the increasing costs of producing potable water. The 

reduction in funding has reduced the City’s ability to cover 

any smaller emergencies or to borrow for larger 

emergencies.  
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 The proposed Resolution presented with the Staff Report 

shows the changes for each meter size, which would reflect 

a 5% increase for all base rates. Residential base rates 

increase from $22.04 to $23.14 per month under this 

proposal. No change in other water rates and charges are 

being requested at this time. The last increase was $6.00 on 

the base rate in August, 2014.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS None 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION A brief discussion was held in regards to potential use of 

funds.  

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by LACKEY; ROCK 

providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move that proposed Resolution increasing water 

user fees be Read by Title Only, put to a Vote and Passed.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION  None 

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Resolution by Title Only as follows:  

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 

GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, ESTABLISHING 

WATER RATES AND RELATED FEES; REPEALING 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 4682, SERIES 2014, ALL AMENDING 

RESOLUTIONS, AND ALL OTHER RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS 

OF RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND 

DECLARING AND EFFECTIVE DATE [4703]  

 

VOTE MSC. (Unanimous) 

 

f. Consider: Resolution; Sewer Base Rate Increase 

 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

       Lyle BRIDGE, Superintendent of WWTP/Sewer  

 

BRIDGE stated that staff was requesting an increase in 

sewer rates, effective August 1, 2015, to meet the Oregon 

State Department of Environmental Quality mandated 

collection system improvements, operation costs and 

maintenance outlined in the adopted Facility Plan and to pay 

debt service to the Oregon Department of Environmental 

Quality Clean Water State revolving loan fund. Sewer 

expenses have been increasing without a sufficient increase 

in revenues, which had reduced the City’s ability to cover 

any smaller emergencies or to borrow for larger 

emergencies.  
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BRIDGE noted that the proposed 5% base rate increase 

included all users and would generate approximately 

$130,000, annually. The basic residential rate would increase 

from $35.56, per month to $37.34, per month ($1.78/month 

increase). The proposed Resolution showed the changes to 

each classification and reflects sewer tap fees and sewer 

mainline construction, based on actual current cost. No 

change for other fees was being requested at this time (e.g. 

tap charges, inspection fees, or connection fees). As a 

reminder, the Island City Area Sanitation District pays 10.2% 

of the Wastewater Treatment Plant operational costs. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS None 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by ROCK; LACKEY 

providing the Second: 

 

 Motion:  I move that the proposed Resolution increasing 

sewer rates to meet the Oregon State Department of 

Environmental Quality mandated collection system 

improvements, operation and debt service be read by title 

only, put to a vote and passed.   

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION  None 

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Resolution by Title Only as follows:  

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 

GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, ESTABLISHING 

SEWER CHARGES AND SEWER SERVICE RATES; 

REPEALING RESOLUTION NUMBER 4665, SERIES 2013, 

ALL AMENDING RESOLUTIONS, AND ALL OTHER 

RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH; AND DECLARING AND EFFECTIVE DATE [4704]  

 

VOTE MSC. (Unanimous) 

 

g. Consider: First Reading; Water and Sewer  

Franchise Fee Ordinance 
 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

       Robert A. STROPE, City Manager 

 

STROPE stated that on June 1, 2015, the City Council 

conducted a work session to discuss increases in City water 

and sewer fees as well as the franchise fees on those 

services. The adopted budget included revenues based on 
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the proposed increases for these services, including the 

corresponding franchise fees.  

 

STROPE noted that the City of La Grande made the decision 

to begin collecting franchise fees on water and sewer in 

2003. The City imposes a franchise fee on all other utilities 

that use its rights of way, and was treating the City’s water 

and sewer services in the same fashion as other utilities.  

The City Council increased the franchise fee from 5% to 7% 

based on the recommendation of the Long Term Budget 

Solutions Advisory Committee. It is a common practice in 

Oregon to impose franchise fees on City services.  

 

STROPE stated that questions raised regarding the actions 

in 2003 to initially begin collecting the franchise fees caused 

the Staff to ask the attorney who negotiated the Avista 

franchise agreement to review the City’s imposition of the 

franchise fees and amount. Based on that review, Staff 

prepared the attached proposed Ordinance establishing the 

franchise fees to replace the Resolution that set the fee at 

7%, as an Ordinance was the more appropriate vehicle for 

such an action. The Ordinance also clarifies the City’s intent 

regarding the imposition of such fees in past years. Earlier 

this year the previous City Council did not adopt the 

Ordinance, but the need to rectify the situation remains 

unchanged. With the passage of the Resolutions on water 

and sewer fees on this evening’s Agenda, it would be 

appropriate to also conduct the first reading of this 

Ordinance.  

 

STROPE noted that the City had directed Springbrook, the 

finance software company, to revise utility bills to include 

the franchise fees as separate entries on the monthly bills in 

order to make it more transparent.  

 

In response to BOZARTH’s question, HULSE stated that the 

breakdown of the Franchise Fee was scheduled to 

potentially be printed on the water statements by 

September, 2015.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT     None 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION    None 

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Ordinance by Title Only as follows:  

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 

GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, PROVIDING FOR 

CITY’S ASSESSMENT OF SEWER AND WATER FRANCHISE 

FEES AND SUPERSEDING AND REPEALING ANY AND ALL 
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ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, AND/OR POLICIES IN 

CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE 

 

 Mayor CLEMENTS announced that the Second Reading by 

Title only of the Proposed Ordinance and a Council Vote 

was currently scheduled during the Council’s Regular 

Session on August 5, 2015. 

 

h. Consider: Resolution; Annexation of Property 

Located at 602 Miller Drive 
 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

       Michael BOQUIST, City Planner 

 

BOQUIST stated that the Applicants, Thomas Miller and 

Katheryn Kieffer-Miller, were requesting that their property 

be annexed into the City of La Grande City Limits for the 

purpose of receiving a new City water service connection 

during the construction of a new dwelling. The property was 

currently one large parcel that included a portion within the 

City Limits and a portion within the City’s UGB. 

 

BOQUIST noted that for properties outside the corporate 

limits of the City of La Grande, Water System Ordinance 

3051, Series 2006, Section 12, requires that the property be 

annexed prior to obtaining a new City Water service. The 

annexation request before the Council would result in the 

entire parcel being within the City Limits and would allow 

the applicant to receive City water service.  

 

BOQUIST stated that in accordance with Oregon Revised 

Statues 222.125, for this request to be approved by 

Resolution, the request must include 100% property owner 

consent(s) and consent from the majority of the electors. If 

these requirements were met, the legislative body (City 

Council) may “proclaim the annexation” by Resolution. This 

request included one (1) property, jointly owned by Thomas 

Miller and Katheryn Kieffer-Miller, who have filed a 

statement of consent with the City; and who also represents 

the majority (100%) of the electors. This request meets the 

requirements of ORS 222.125.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION    None 

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by LACKEY; POINTER 

providing the Second: 

 

Motion:  I move that the proposed Resolution annexing 

property located at 602 Miller Drive be read by title only, put 

to a vote and passed.  
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COUNCIL DISCUSSION    None 

 

At the Mayor’s request, the City Recorder Read the 

Proposed Resolution by Title Only as follows:  

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF  

LA GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON, DECLARING 

CERTAIN TERRITORY ANNEXED TO THE CITY OF                

LA GRANDE, UNION COUNTY, OREGON; SPECIFICALLY, 

PROPERTY AT 602 MILLER DRIVE; PORTIONS OF T3S, 

R38E, SECTION 18AA, TAX LOT 600; SECTION 18, TAX LOT 

400; AND, SECTION 7DD, TAX LOT 6000  

 

VOTE MSC. (Unanimous) 

 

i. Consider: Authorize City Manager to Sign First 

Amendment to Easement Agreement; Umpqua 

Bank/LGMSD Art 

 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 

 

       Robert STROPE, City Manager 

 

STROPE stated that Main Street had been working on 

adding Public Art to our downtown and had completed a 

competition and selected an artist to do the first piece. The 

intent was to place it on top of the wall that was part of the 

two bench encroachment at Umpqua Bank. Under the 

current Encroachment Agreement, the Bank granted 

permission for the construction of the work but there was a 

provision that required written consent form the Bank for 

deviations from the design. Included in the Staff Report was 

a draft amendment to the easement from the Bank that was 

received this week and which needed STROPE’s signature; 

a copy of which is now a permanent document in the master 

file for this Regular Session and by this reference 

incorporated herewith as if fully set forth. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT     None 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION    None 

 

MOTION The following Motion was introduced by LILLARD; 

CLEMENTS providing the Second: 

 

Motion: I move that we authorize the City Manager to sign 

the First Amendment to Easement Agreement between 

Umpqua Bank and the City of La Grande, allowing the 

installation of public art commissioned by La Grande Main 

Street Downtown.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION None 
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VOTE MSC. (unanimous) 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS Mike BOQUIST, City Planner presented the Council with a 

Memorandum regarding Measure 91 – HB 3400 Marijuana 

Facilities; a copy of which is now a permanent document in 

the master file for this Regular Session and by this reference 

incorporated herewith as if fully set forth. BOQUIST 

requested direction from the Council and requested a Work 

Session to be scheduled on July 27, 2015 for further 

discussion to which the Council agreed. Mayor CLEMENTS 

noted that he would be unable to attend, but encouraged the 

Council and Staff to proceed in his absence.  

 

 Norm PAULLUS, Public Works Director provided updates to 

the Council regarding the Adams Avenue Streetscape 

Project; Bid on the IOOF Building and alley; Crazy Days 

street sweeping; Cedar and “O” Avenue Project; and 

electrical work being done on the traffic lights by ODOT.  

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS Robert STROPE, City Manager, stated that the Work Session 

with the Fiscal Committee was scheduled for Monday, July 

20, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. He also noted that potentially a City 

Council Special Session(s) could be scheduled for either/or 

July 20, 2015 and July 27, 2015 to award bids for the 

demolition of 1601 7th Street and the work on the IOOF 

Building.  

 

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS  

  BOZARTH stated that he strongly supported the addition of 

a Police Officer, and that at the June 3, 2015 Regular Council 

Session the Council decided to not support the funding of 

the Policer Officer position; therefore, he stated he would 

like to see the position put back in the Budget.  STROPE 

indicated the City Council could move funds from the 

operating contingency to fund the position, but that a 

supplemental budget process would not be appropriate 

under the circumstances.  The Council discussed briefly the 

matter prior to BOZARTH making a motion.     

   

MOTION The following motion was introduced by BOZARTH; 

LACKEY providing the Second: 

 

  Motion: I moved that we direct the City Manager to prepare a 

Resolution to transfer funds from the General Fund 

contingency, to fund an additional police officer position for 

consideration at the August 5, 2015 City Council Meeting.  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION An additional brief discussion was held regarding concerns 

of future funding of the position.  
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VOTE       MSC. (unanimous)  

 

BOZARTH requested an update on the Tropidara (IOOF) 

Building, to which PAULLUS stated that the bid opening is 

the week of July 20, 2015.  

 

In response to LILLARD’s question, PAULLUS stated that a 

little over half of the bricks from Max Square had been 

salvaged and a list of those bricks was posted on the City’s 

website. STROPE stated that the Donor Board would be 

replaced with the addition of the missing donor names.  

 

LILLARD stated that a couple members of the Audit 

Committee had met with the City’s Auditor.  

 

Mayor CLEMENTS made a proclamation declaring the month 

of July as Parks and Recreation Month. 

 

Mayor CLEMENTS reminded the audience of the Crazy Days 

event being held on July 17, 2015 through July 18, 2015. He 

also reminded the Councilors and Department Directors to 

complete their City Manager Evaluation and return those to 

himself and Councilor Lillard by July 31, 2015.  

   

There being no further business to come before this Regular Session of the Council, CLEMENTS adjourned the 

meeting to the Urban Renewal Agency Regular Session at 7:34 p.m. The Council is scheduled to meet again in 

Regular Session on Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 1000 Adams 

Avenue, La Grande, Oregon. 
 

 

 

 

_________________________________________  ____________________________________________ 

Kayla M. Nichols  Stephen E. Clements 

Assistant to the City Manager  Mayor 

 

 

APPROVED:  ______________________________ 


